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The process of creating Baggage, from start to finish, has been some of 
the most fun I’ve ever had in my life. Although I have directed smaller 
projects in the past, this was truly my writing and directorial debut on 
something of this scale – and what a learning experience it has been! The 
feeling of watching your vision, story, and characters come to life right in 
front of you is pretty indescribable. It made me fall in love with the art of 
storytelling all over again. Spending almost two years of my life dedicated 
to Baggage, it became like a child to me, and I became immersed and 
obsessed with perfecting it. The project really started to take on a life of it’s 
own, and my crew and I made a pact to do everything to make it as epic as 
possible; dubbing it “The Biggest Little Short that Could”. We were going all 
out. There was no turning back now!!

What I learned every single step along the way is that a project of this size 
takes a village of wonderful, talented, and dedicated friends to band 
together to pull it all off. We of course had some unexpected setbacks, and 
many long, long days, but once we had finished, I think we were all just so 
proud that we had accomplished what many said was not possible. This 
short was really a gamble that we were all willing to double down on and 
put relentless energy into; mostly in order to prove that we could. Many of 
us are newcomers to our respective positions, with a real passion for what 
we are doing, and that energy was seriously contagious on set. It was 
electrifying. It was overwhelming. It was a blast!!

I am so very thankful for those who believed in me enough to support me 
and help me see this vision come to life. It has not only been the learning 
experience of a lifetime; but it has also given me the confidence to know I 
can tackle projects of any size, and overcome any obstacle that I will 
inevitably face. It has encouraged me to write more feature length scripts, 
study as many filmmakers as possible, and explore my own growth as a 
person and director. I am forever grateful for this opportunity and 
experience.!



!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Logline!

A comic tale of a small town girl who moves to 
New York City and realizes she's not in Kansas 
anymore. She's wide eyed about the high life of 
the big city - until she stumbles head first into 
the grip of it's charming low life's.!

After moving to New York City from Kansas, !
Paige starts house-sitting for a family friend,!
which quickly turns for the worse through a!
series of unfortunate events. She then frantically !
wanders around the city, searching for a way to !
make it right. Along the way she makes a new friend, !
and ends up learning the true definition of karma.!

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Long!Synopsis!!!

Wide eyed Paige from Kansas moves to New York City to attend NYU and is very much a small fish in a big pond. She’s figuring out 
the city when her mom calls and asks her to house and dog sit for their family friends, Margret and Jim Tarver. She arrives to a very 
nervous  Margret, giving very specific instructions for attending to their old frail dog, Ms. Piddles. Paige assures her that Piddles is in 
good hands, and after tending to her medicines, once alone Paige decided to get drunk in celebration for her first night of Freedom as 
an adult in New York City. She wakes up in the morning slightly hung over and starts to prepare the morning medicines, when she 
discovers the worst has happened over night. She phones the Tarver and frantically searches the upscale loft for a dog carrier. Hours 
later we find her on the street, wandering around lost with a very full suitcase in tow. She decides to get on the subway, and as soon as 
she does, she fatefully runs into a new friendly foreign stranger. They hit it off and talk about life, only for Paige to realize in horror that 
she still has a major problem to deal with. She hurries off the subway with the new handsome friend in toe, as he approaches her to try 
to meet again in the future. Our story is then turned upside down, as karma reigns supreme. !

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Short!Synopsis!



Alexandra Ficken (Paige) was born and raised in Atlanta, Georgia, and received 
her BA degrees in both musical theatre and dance from the University of 
Alabama. After graduating, she performed Off Broadway at the 59E59 Theatre !
In New York City. Since moving back to Atlanta, she is currently working 
professionally in the theatre and film industries. Atlanta theaters include: The 
Alliance, Georgia Ensemble, Horizon, 7 Stages, Dad’s Garage. Film/TV: The 
DUFF, Endless Love, “Vice Principles”, “The Originals”, “Born Again Virgin”, 
“Bloodlands”. Up next this fall, she will be performing at the Atlanta’s Actors 
Express Theater in Appropriate. She is truly grateful to be a part of Baggage !
and thanks everyone involved! !

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Alexandra!Ficken!as!Paige!!!!!!

Aaron!Strand!as!Drew!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
Aaron Strand (Drew) is a native of Athens, GA and holds a BFA in Drama from New York University. !
He appeared off-broadway in The Man Who Ate Michael Rockefeller (NY Times Critics Pick), at !
LaMama ECT in Caligula Maximus as well as the stage of the notorious nightclub, The Box. He has !
Also appeared in various commercials and television roles and in theaters throughout Atlanta including 
featured roles on Containment, Little Miss Twenty Something, King Lear, Hold for Release, and many !
more. His debut solo album Worthless Hipster F*ckFace is available at aaronstrand.bandcamp.com and !
his film directorial debut, On The Edge Of Normaltown, which was filmed in Athens, Georgia, will be 
released in 2017. He is currently starring in A Threepenny Opera at the 7 Stages Theater in Atlanta, !
running through September 25th 2016.  !



!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Julie!Moss!
Julie Moss (Ms. Williams) was born in Philadelphia, where she began acting class at the age 
of five. A highlight of her early years was her performance at 'Robin Hood Dell', where she 
played the talkative caboose in a Captain Kangaroo show. She was also the lead in 'Kid West' 
at age six. At 13, her family moved from Philly to Great Neck, NY. After trying college in 
upstate NY, Julie moved to NYC, where she joined Manhattan Theatre Club and appeared in 
many of their productions while studying at the American Academy of Dramatic Arts. An 
accomplished performer with stage, television and film credits, Julie also voices regional, 
national and international commercials, narrations and video games and has worked as a 
singer in Manhattan, with both live performance and recording credits. A versatile actress, 
Julie has played a governor or two, awful or suffering wives, helicopter mothers and an 
occasional witch. She has worked with award winning director, Arthur Allan Seidelman among 
others. 'Listen', 'Rockabilly Zombie Weekend', 'Catching  Hearts', and soon 'Scarlet's Witch' 
and 'The Hum' are available on DVD. Julie now resides in Atlanta, Ga.!

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Arma!Benoit!
Arma Benoit (Margret Tarver) is a filmmaker, writer and an actress. She has recently returned to 
the world of acting after several decades working behind the scenes in the film and television 
industry. For twenty or so years Arma was also one of the top music video and commercial  
producers in the Atlanta area, and has worked with artists such as Outkast, Mystikal, Jermaine 
Dupri, Lil Jon, Busta Rhymes, and dozens more. !

And while she is married to a Frenchman in real life, as in this film, she rarely curses at him in 
French.  (Meaning, of course, she sticks mainly to English curse words.)!

Featured Subway art from the set of Baggage!



Featured Subway art from the set of Baggage!



Andrea Behring (Writer/Director/Producer/Editor) who goes by Andi, was born and raised in 
Los Angeles, California. She graduated from Canyon High School in Canyon Country, 
California as their “Female Athlete of the Year” in 2006. Andi then graduated from Sacramento 
State in 2011, with a double bachelors degree in both Film Production and Digital Media. She 
was also a team captain of their Division I track and field team, in which she broke the school 
record in the indoor shot put, and was also an Academic and NSCA All-American. She then 
moved to Atlanta after graduating and immediately started working on any set where she could 
gain knowledge and experience, ultimately ending up in location managing. She has since 
become the locations department head manager on the long running CW television show, The 
Vampire Diaries, which is now in it’s final season. Andi has also worked as a key assistant 
location manager on the feature films Let's Be Cops, Revelation, and Triple 9.!

Andi's senior thesis film in college and directorial debut - a documentary short about women's professional tackle football entitled 
"The Sirens Call” - has had great success in the festival circuit. It has been featured in the All Sports Film Festival in Los Angeles, 
in which it won third place. It's also been featured in the NextGen Festival in Sacramento, the Atlanta Film Festival, the Atlanta 
Underground, the Honolulu Film Awards to which it won the Silver Lei Award, as well as several other festivals throughout the 
country. She also wrote and directed a small short film entitled “The Beginning” which was shot in Atlanta in 2013. !
“The Beginning” was featured in the Y'allywood Film Festival (ATL), Goa Short Film !
Festival (India), The South Dakota Film Festival, and the Live International Online !
Short Film Festival, among several others.!

Andi wrote the screenplay for "Baggage" in early 2014, and in an effort to !
fundraise for production, the script was entered into screenwriting competitions!
across the country. It has been featured most recently in the Houston Comedy!
Film Festival, Las Vegas Screenplay Competition, Nashville Film Festival, !
Milledgeville Film Festival, Canada Independent Film Festival (where it won !
second place for short narrative films), the APM Short Screenplay Competition, !
the London Film Awards and the 2016 Artists Alliance Short Screenplay !
Competition. Once she had enough fundraising, she started her own production!
company in January of 2016, and And D Productions, Inc. was born – also !
known as &D Productions. The new production company completed filming on!
it’s first official project “Baggage” in May of 2016 in New York City. !

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Andi!Behring!



Jonathan Owens (UPM / Location Manager) is a producer and location manager born and 
raised in Jackson, GA. He graduated Cum Laude from Georgia State University in 2004 
with his degree in Music Technology Management and Audio Engineering. He started his 
career in film in early 2011 on the feature film Lawless doing still photography on set. He 
has since worked in locations on features that include A.C.O.D., Let's Be Cops, Taken 3, 
and the HBO special Bessie. His television work also includes the pilot for Containment, 
and episodes of Second Generation Wayans and The Originals, all while having spent the 
past five years also working as a key assistant location manager on The Vampire Diaries 
TV show. Jonathan married his wife Jessica in December 2014, and they have welcomed 
their first baby - a boy named Elijah - in October 2015. !

Trish Stanard (Executive Producer) was born and raised in Los Angeles, California. !
She began her film career in Seattle, working on projects such as The Ring, Enough, Highway, 
The One, 10 Things I Hate About You and Practical Magic. She has also worked as a Second !
and Second Second Assistant Director on various feature films and TV series around the world 
including: The New World, The Dukes of Hazzard, Wedding Crashers, Little Black Book, Dirty 
Dancing: Havana Nights, Radio, Bad Boys II, How to Lose a Guy in 10 Days, Into the West, 
Surface, Bolden!, Green Lantern, The Vampire Diaries, The Resident, Peep World, Louis, Night 
and Day, Brothers, World's Greatest Dad, Sex and Lies in Sin City , Wild Hogs, Employee of the 
Month and 3:10 to Yuma. Most recently she has been the line producer and UPM for the past five 
years on The Vampire Diaries filming in Atlanta, Georgia.!

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Trish!!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Stanard!

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Jonathan!Owens!!!!!!!!



Sean (Director of Photography) was born in San Juan, Puerto Rico, and then moved to 
Marina Del Ray in California where he spent most of his childhood. At age 13, Sean 
moved again to Shreveport, Louisiana where as a teenager he quickly started working 
setting up concert, theater and tour lighting. He built a career over twenty years working 
with entertainers from the WWE, Kid Rick, KISS, and many more, which eventually led him 
into the world of film lighting in 2007. In 2009 Sean moved to Atlanta in hopes of getting 
more involved in their budding film industry, thanks to a newly enacted state tax break 
which brought many studios’ up and coming projects into the state of Georgia. He then 
worked on films such as Baby Driver, Ozark (Netfilx), Dumb and Dumber To, Kill the 
Messenger, Anchorman 2: The Legend Continues, Captain Phillips, Revelation, The 
Vampire Diaries (The CW), The Departed, Skateland, I Hope They Serve Beer in Hell, 
Leaves of Grass, Year One, W., Disaster Movie, Welcome Home Roscoe Jenkins, Mad 
Money, The Great Debaters and The Mist. Baggage marks his first official project as the 
Director of Photography. Sean is proud to be of Native American heritage, specifically from 
Prairie Band Potawatomi Nation. !

Sean!Cruz!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Kevin!Vickery!

Kevin Vickery (Production Designer) grew up in and around Atlanta, Georgia. Soon 
after graduating from Georgia Tech with a Bachelors Degree in Architecture, he 
wandered into the film and television industry and found a home there. He started 
working as an Art Department Production Assistant on the television show The 
Vampire Diaries and soon after moved into the position of Set Designer for the next 
four seasons of the show. In addition, he has worked as Set Designer on the series 
Single Ladies and as Assistant Art Director on the movie Dirty Grandpa. Baggage 
marks his debut as Production Designer. He feels so proud to have worked with 
such a talented and enthusiastic cast and crew on this project!!

Featured Subway art from the set of Baggage!







!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Why!Atlanta!and!NYC!as!locaIons?!

How!did!you!film!the!train!sequence?!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!How!did!you!select!the!role!of!Paige?!

How!many!people!worked!on!Baggage?!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

The magic of location managing! Our producing team almost exclusively 
came from a location background, so we were well versed in all kinds of 
new challenges. We began meeting with MARTA (Metropolitan Atlanta 
Rapid Transit Authority) about four months prior to filming to see what 
needed to be filmed in the actual station, and what could be filmed in a 
more accessible and closeable place, which ended up being MARTA’s 
maintenance yard. We then rode every single line and saw every station 
MARTA had to offer, and ultimately selected the Peachtree Center Station 
as our NYC replica. !

Our production designer then designed our hero NYC modeled station in 
Atlanta, and we were able to shut it down overnight from a window of 11 
PM to 5 AM to get what we needed. We then shot Paige entering the 
station in NYC, and shot our interior subway car work in Atlanta in the 
maintenance yard in Avondale Estates using green screening to simulate 
actually riding the subway. !

Our crew is almost all exclusively based in the Atlanta area, !
as it has become a very up and coming town in the film 
industry. We knew to save money we could find locations to 
replicate the interior sets locally in Atlanta, and then travel up 
to NYC to shoot one day worth of exteriors to really help sell 
the story as being in The Big Apple. A small group traveled up 
to scout NYC months ahead of time, and then when it came 
time to film we took a group of 15 crew up to NYC to film our 
very carefully planned day. This day included ten different 
company moves, based around where the sun and natural 
light was at certain times, in order to lighten our equipment 
load and make the most of our budget and time. !

After several rounds of auditions with our Casting Directors Bajo 
and Precious, we narrowed it down to our top three girls, as we 
knew Paige’s casting would ultimately set the tone for the whole 
film. Allie came in late after a play rehearsal as we were ending 
our auditions for the day, but as soon as we saw her read, we 
knew she was the right girl for the story. !

Featured Subway art from the set of Baggage!

This was a story that Andi was very familiar with, and had rewritten several 
times over the past couple of years. In 2014, Andi sat down and finished 
the script in it’s final form. The hard part after that was to find funding, as 
not many short films are able to afford bigger expensive locations such as 
the subway. It took about 16 months to get together the funding through 
grants, private donors, and screenwriting competitions.!

What!was!the!wriIng!process!like?!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

Between the cast and crew, we had a total number of 63 people 
involved across the spectrum! This does not even include our 
background artists, which topped out at 75. !
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